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Story by Nicci Noteboom 
Photos by Matt Hulbert
ucked behind the forest fringed outskirts of 
Fairhaven, Russ Westons treasure remains hidden 
from view. Intuitively, Russ punches a secret code 
into a panel resting innocuously on the side of a sturdy 
wood building. Finally, the tall doors begin to move. 
The sun streaming through the trees shines on Weston s




The doors fully open to reveal two Ford Rancheros. Russ’s 
bearded face beams a smile as bright as the glistening chrome of his 
cars.
Russ owns three Rancheros — one black, one red, and one 
affectionately called “puke” yellow. The cars are better known as 
“Blackie,” “Red” and “Old Teller.”
Russ got his first Ranchero, “Old Teller,” in 1981. This box-like.
white canopied, wood-sided, mustard-yellow, 190,00-mile beauty is 
the Ranchero he uses most.
“I bought my first one in 1981 in San Antonio, Texas. 1 needed 
some transportation, and I drove it from San Antonio to Bellingham.
“I’d made the trip once before in a 76 Chev half-ton pick-up, and 
it was miserable.
“The price was right, and I had some stuff to haul, and it worked 
out great,” Russ says.
A few years later he got “Blackie,” which is more of his “show” car. 
This 1972 Ranchero looks a lot like a young, black Labrador retriever- 
sleek, shiny, sporty. Of course, it wasn’t this way when Russ bought it. 
He said it was a real fixer-upper. He spent thousands of hours fully 
restoring the car to make it what it is today.
“Red” is Russ’s most recent purchase. He saw the car last summer 
and had to have it.
“I saw it over on Cornwall Avenue. It was red, and it was a woody,” 
Russ says.
“And my old one is a woody, so I thought
“Eighteen-hundred bucks was what the guy wanted for it, and I 
got it for 15 hundred, and I thought ‘well, heck. I’ll take it.”
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Russ Weston adds a few more miles to the 190,000 already racked up on ''Old Yeller ” Weston bought th
For the vehicularly-challenged, the 
Ranchero is a truck-like vehicle which 
Ford made from 1957 to 1979; it’s still 
made in Australia under the name “Ute.”
What keeps it from being a truck is that 
the body is built into the bed.
Still, the question remains — is it a 
car or is it a truck? Ranchero owner Brad 
Keen says the Ranchero epitomizes the 
best of both worlds.
“It’s not only a car, but it’s a truck, 
too.” Brad says. “It’s a dual-purpose ve­
hicle ... you get all the luxury plus you can 
haul things.”
Brad owns a 1969 primer-gray Ran­
chero he managed to talk his friend out of 
a few years back.
“A buddy of mine owned it down in 
Whidbey Island, and he doesn’t really 
respect cars, you know. “ Brad says. “So,
I went down to visit him, I saw this thing,
I went for a ride, and I just looked at him 
said, ‘you don’t deserve to own this car. I 
gotta have this car.’ So, basically I ended 
up getting it.”
Brad recently found a mate for his 
lone Ranchero. The purchase was totally 
impulsive. The only thing Brad really 
knows about it is that it’s a Ranchero, 
which is all that matters.
“I don’t even know what year it is,”
Brad says. “I just saw it sitting there, and 
the guy has stuff stacked all over it. Fie 
goes ‘Give me a couple hundred bucks for 
it, and you can have it,’ so I said ‘OK.’”
While Brad and Russ’s interest in 
Rancheros developed while they were 
adults, Lome Haakonson fell under the 
Rachero spell when he was still a teenager.
His neighbor bought a Ranchero and 
proceeded to buy a new one every year 
afterward.
“I got into Rancheros in 1957 when 
they first started making them,” Lome reminisces.
“He fell in love with a Ranchero before he fell in love with a girl,” 
Lome’s wife Anita says.
Lome and Anita own two Rancheros, a red 1971 and blue 1959. 
Owning a ‘59 is quite a coup. The ‘59 is the rarest Ranchero. Fewer 
Ranchers were made in ‘59 than were made in the first year of 
production, 1957.
The ‘59 is the Haakonson’s baby. They spent as Lome says, 
“mega” hours working it into prime condition. They did all the work 
themselves right down to mixing the perfect shade of powder blue 
paint.
Why these Ranchero enthusiasts invest their time and energy into 
cars that rarely if ever, garner more than $ 10,000 at an auction remains 
a mystery, but they flock to them anyway.
“People who own Rancheros love ‘em. It’s not like it’s something
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you sell,” Brad says. “My Ranchero is probably worth $3,500, but I 
wouldn’t sell it for 10,000 — there’s no way.”
What draws most Ranchero-devotees to the vehicle is its odd 
body, but the body also takes some people aback, too.
For instance. Brad’s girlfriend isn’t as fond of Rancheros because 
of their looks, but she still has found some redeeming Ranchero 
qualities.
“I’m not gonna tell you what my girlfriend calls my Ranchero, but 
when she wants to haul something, she loves it,” Brad says.
Though looks and utility are unanimous advantages of owning a 
Ranchero, the friendly debate over power rages on.
“Ifit was the way they drive, I wouldn’t get near one,” Lome jokes.
“My ‘69 drives like a Cadillac, “ Brad says. “That’s the one thing 
that first impressed me when I first drove it.”
Another thing Ranchero owners agree on is that loving Rancheros
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ivoodie" in 1981, in San Antonio, Texas, and drove it back to Bellingham.
stems from the oldest and most basic automobile arguments: Chevy 
people versus Ford people. Cheverolet has similar vehicle to the Ford 
Ranchero, the El Camino.
“Chevy lovers — I don’t know — we really don’t get along with 
them two well,” Russ says.
Ultimately, the most primal reason for Ranchero-passion, how­
ever, is its double-duty identity.
“In a Ranchero,” Anita says, “ you have the comfort and suspen­
sion of a car but the ability to use it like at truck.”
Durability is another reason for keeping a Ranchero around.
“It’s not the prettiest thing in the world,” Brad says. “But it’s solid 
as a rock.”
Of course these four are not the only Whatcom County Rachero- 
worshipers. As a matter of fact. Fourth Corner Ranchero-lovers have 
their own club, “Northwest Ranchero,” is an off-shoot of the national
club in Pennsylvania, and it has six mem­
bers it Bellingham.
Northwest Ranchero is most active from 
May through October. During these 
months, Ranchero owners take their prized 
possessions to events ranging from “ The 
All Ford Show, “ to a swap meet in Puyallap.
Northwest Ranchero members usually 
travel to these events in caravans. The 
endless sea of brightly colored, oddly shaped 
autos cruising down the 1-5 corridor re­
ceives quite a few startled stares.
“When we need to go to one of the other 
shows, we generally meet ahead of time at 
some rest stop and caravan down, a dozen 
or so of us all in a row,” Russ says. “We did 
the La Connor area, we stopped at the 
Farm House Inn, had several other stops, 
came up Chuckanut Drive, stopped at 
Larabee State Park in a big caravan.
“Sometimes people stop and say ‘Well, 
jeez, there’s a Ranchero,’ and then they 
look and say ‘Well, there’s another Ran­
chero.’ Then they realize there’s a whole 
row of them.”
Though all Rancheros have their own 
style, some members’ vehicles stand out 
more than others.
“There’s one guy who has got a trailer 
which really draws attention,” Russ says. 
“He chopped the nose off a Ranchero and 
used the backend as a trailer, and it matches 
perfectly. He’s got a Ranchero and a half.
Northwest Ranchero even has its own 
event. Last year, it was in Levenworth, and 
this year it’s in Spokane. This is the sole 
source of income for the club. They have 
door prizes, a lottery and other contests at 
the event, but as Russ puts it they basically, 
“talk truck.”
Beside going to events. Northwest Ran­
chero members help each other maintain 
their hot rod hobby. The club prints a 
newsletter which informs members of Rancheros and Ranchero parts 
for sale. Also, the club bought a Ranchero last year and pieced away 
parts to members.
“We bought a ‘72 Squire and parted it out.” Russ says. “The 
transmission went to one guy, and the engine went to another guy.” 
Ranchero-fever is not limited to everyday ordinary American car 
lovers. Even the rich and famous have had a dose of Ranchero-madness. 
Once, when Elvis bought a ranch, he purchased horses and Rancheros 
for all his friends. Unfortunately, the friends didn’t hold Rancheros 
with the same reverence as Elvis.
“They guys were selling off the Rancheros and pocketing the 
money, so he kind of abandoned the whole thing,” Russ says.
Still, if the car is good for the King, it’s a car worth checking out. 





Story by Guy Bergstrom 
Photo by Matt Hulbert
1
m in it for the babes. I’m in it for those hot Klingon 
babes,’’said Starfleet Ensign Gavin Shearer of the 
U.S.S. Tesseract, NCC-1861-C/03, tongue planted 
firmly in cheek.
Shearer, who attends Western when he’s not attending to Starfleet 
business, got into Starfleet International — a worldwide Star Trek fan 
club — when he came to Bellingham last summer.
“I work at Kinko’s,” said Shearer, who’s jet black hair bears a slight 
resemblance to a relative of Spock. “Kinko’s is a hotbed of Star Trek 
activity.”
Each local fan club, such as Bellingham’s Shuttlecraft Tesseract, is 
commissioned as a Starfleet vessell with a commanding officer and 
executive officer if the club has enough members to be commissioned 
as such.
If a club is large enough, it becomes a full-fledged “ship,” a desig­
nation the Tesseract was slated to achieve in March. However, the 
Starfleet officer in charge of such matters is currently ill, “in sick bay” 
as Sheaver put it, and so the designation will be delayed slightly.
The club has about a dozen full-fledged members in Bellingham. 
If a crew grows to more than 10 then it is required to be “commis­
sioned” as a Starfleet ship.
Starfleet International has more than 7,000 members worldwide, 
sharing the common vision and ideals of the original “Star Trek” show 
(remember Kirk and Spock?) and the later incarnations, “Star Trek: 
The Next Generation” (Picard and Riker) and the lesser known “Star 
Trek: Deep Space Nine.”
When Shearer came to Bellingham to find a job before school 
started, he met Tesseract commander Randy Storms after getting a job 
at Kinko’s.
“Randy Storms happens to work at Kinko’s,” Shearer said. “He’s 
got a Star Trek pin on his Kinko’s apron, and this starts a conversation 
and I find out he’s really involved in the thing.
“So we start talking. The application to (Starfleet) is $ 12 or some­
thing so I said, ‘What the hell,’ and sent it in.”
The group meets monthly, participating in a wide range of activi­
ties such as holding barbecues, going to waterslides, watching science 
fiction shows and sending “away teams” to regional Star Trek and sci­
ence fiction conferences. The club also produces a newsletter about 
Starfleet activities.
“It’s mostly low-key,” Shearer said. “The famous vision of the fat 
guys with the slight beards sitting in the basement speaking Klingon, 
with the Dungeons and Dragons books close at hand, is not the way 
we are at all.
“We’re fairly clean cut. We’ve got, I believe, six girls in the chap­
ter so it’s not just the (men) dancing in the moonlight or anything like 
that.”
Conventions, called “Cons,” are a major part of Star Trek activi­
ties. Fans often dress up in realistic Star Trek costumes and uniforms.
“Some people do (dress up) and they are very elaborate,” Shearer 
said. “Borg (evil cyborg) outfits can be the most incredible thing to 
see if it’s done well. (Some) people have some amazing talent in terms 
of makeup. You come to VikingCon and you walk in and there were 
Klingons in the room. It was just that good.
“Hundreds of dollars went into making these costumes. Some­
times you go to (conventions) and you see professional makeup people 
who just have a lot of free time to burn — and they’re walking around 
and you’re afraid you’re going to be assimilated (into the Borg Collec­
tive). And sometimes you’ll see people with just (Star Trek) pins or 
nothing at all.”
Star Trek costumes, while not essential, certainly help create the 
mood.
“Oh, Randy got screwed with his,” Shearer said. “Randy goes 
and buys a uniform at a convention. ... So he brings it home and 
there’s like 15 different costume parts just in this bag and he got over­
charged for the thing, too. Finally, he manages to pull this thing out 
and he has a hybrid uniform that he’s just not happy with.”
But soon. Shearer said, the whole crew of the U.S.S. Tesseract 
will be properly outfitted with uniforms.
“A friend of mine who is a seamstress went around looking for 
Halloween and (dug) up a (uniform) top and bottom,” Shearer said. 
“And so she is working on getting costumes together for everyone. I’ve
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got my top together finally. And it looks good. I was surprised. I got 
to wear it at work on Halloween, and that’s the day I knew that this 
was a Star Trek town. I had people come into (Kinko’s) and say, ‘Rad!’”
While fan clubs don’t put money in the pocket of Paramount, 
the media company that produced all the Star Trek series and owns 
the rights to Star Trek merchandise. Paramount certainly isn’t hurt­
ing.
“Star Trek is a billion-dollar-a-year industry,” Shearer said. “There’s 
a lot of money to be made. Between ‘Star Trek,’ ‘Star Trek: The Next 
Generation,’ the six movies that exist (and the new movie based on) 
‘Star Trek: The Next Generation’, which will come out Christmas of 
’94, a lot of money is involved.
“This is the last season (for ‘Star Trek: The Next Generation’). 
This is it. This is fully it.”
After this season, only movies about the cast of “Star Trek: The 
Next Generation” will be made, Sheaver said.
“There is a theory at least at Paramount that unless you put Spock, 
and Kirk and all of the old cast members in the movie no one is going 
to see it. But that does not seem to be born out by the numbers — 
‘Star Trek: The Next Generation’ is the most popular syndicated show 
right now and has been for the last two to three years.”
Shearer enjoys Star Trek for a variety of reasons.
“I like it because sometimes it makes me think,” he said. “You get 
some episodes that are just fun.
“They recently did one called ‘Parallels’ where Worf was trans­
ported into alternate realities. Every time some weird tachyon effect 
would hit him from Jordi’s visor or some bizarre, stupid triggering 
device and he’d find himself in a slightly more twisted reality.
“Things would start to change. Communicators changed, the 
design of the ship changed. Different people change — he was mar­
ried to Deanna Troi in one reality and had a kid in one reality. At one 
point there was rupture between all the different realities at this one 
little point of space and all these Enterprises start appearing in space.
“Hundreds of thousands of Enterprises start appearing and they’re 
all carrying slightly different versions of everyone on board the ship 
and some of them are just radically different. In one reality, Picard 
died, the Borg killed Picard and got away. And in another one, there’s 
this deranged Riker on board the Enterprise where the Borg not only 
won but they conquered Earth and the Enterprise is the last ship left 
in space, and Riker’s got this (big) beard and he’s freaking out — and 
it’s cool.
“There’s another one where Riker got replicated in the transporter 
by accident. And that has some neat questions about identity attached 
to it. They’re both valid people, they both have the same memories up 
to a certain point. I dig that kind of stuff
And sometimes they are just flat out stupid, too,” he said. “That’s 
the ones where I go, ‘I can’t believe I watch this shit.’ The very soapy 
ones, where you’re like, ‘OK, thank you, I need to go get a shower 
after this.’”
While Shearer is heavily involved in Star Trek now, he was not 
always a Star Trek fan.
“I pooh-poohed Star Trek for a long, long time. ... But then I 
went to college my first year at the University of Puget Sound, and it 
was like this big event to go down to the TV lounge and watch Trek. 
And I got hooked. I’m convinced that there’s a connection to soap 
opera phenomenon — people that suddenly wake up and watch “Days 
of Our Lives” for the next 25 years.
“I’m afraid it’s going to happen to me.”
A GALAXY BEYOND
A local store in downtown Bellingham is devoted to 
imaginary characters with pointy ears, green blood, mu- 
tant-dwarven capitalists called Ferengi and an android who 
wants emotions.
Devoted to ''Star Trek," A Galaxy Beyond carries al­
most every Star Trek item one could want: pins, models, 
Spock and Kirk dolls, Picard and Riker action figures, T- 
Shirts, posters, videos, mousepads, mugs, games, and furry 
tribbles.
For the Star Trek fan who wants to be fully equipped, 
the store carries phasers, communicators, tricorders and 
uniforms.
For Star Trek fans who drive Earth transportation, the 
store carries bumper stickers, including those which say:
"The Vulcan Science Academy ... for the logical edu­
cation"
"The Borg Institute of Technology"
"The Ferengi School of Business"
Owned and operated by Rick and Susan Clark, the 
store is dedicated to Star Trek — and to a lesser degree 
other science fiction shows — and attempts to fulfill the 
needs of any fan, Rick Clark said.
"What (Star Trek) has become is an American icon," 
Rick Clark said.
"Everybody has their own reason (why they like Star 
Trek)," Susan Clark said. "Some people like it for the char­
acters, some people because it's in space.
"It's a very moral program, (and) people don't have to 
worry about (excessive) sex and violence (on the show). ... 
All they want on the show is peace. That's all they want."
If a fan wants "The Star Trek Bartender's Guide," how­
ever, he can get it at A Galaxy Beyond. Or a book on 
"Conversational Klingon," or the "Starfleet Marriage 
Manual."
But A Galaxy Beyond, like the show it is devoted to, is 
not in existence merely as a means to sell merchandise 
and make money.
"This is a way for me to make a meager living," Rick 
Clark said. "I don't think that being rich is a major part of 
life. I want to have fun. I want to have a place where people 
can come in and get (things) that are largely unavailable 
(elsewhere)."
Fans seem to think likewise.
"People don't just come in here to buy things — they 
come in here to talk about Star Trek," Susan Clark said. 




Story by Michelle Reilly
CC V e knelt down in front of me and said, ‘Cathy, I killed
I I somebody,’ and he had tears in his eyes,” Cathy
JL JL Powers, 32, says, looking back on her brother’s 
confession.
Powers’ brother, Keith Closson, 33, came to her home on Feb. 23, 
1993, early in the morning. Closson insisted that he needed to get 
out of Mount Vernon.
Lighting another cigarette and running her hand through her 
blonde shoulder-length hair, Powers continues to describe what she 
went through early that February morning.
Powers says she didn’t believe her brother at first, but realized 
he was serious as she looked into his frightened eyes as he knelt 
before her.
Closson persuaded her to drive him down to Marysville. It was 
during the 30-minute drive from Mount Vernon to Marysville that
Powers heard the horrific details of the murder.
“I was numb ... almost in a trance driving down the freeway. I 
remember watching Keith. He was silent ... just staring out the 
window. Then in a soft voice I heard him say, ‘Cathy you knew I’d 
never make it—I don’t fit in out here.”
Looking out her kitchen window. Powers admits in a far off 
faint voice that her brother was right.
With tears running down her small featured face she contin­
ues, “The guy had been institutionalized most of his life and then 
he was released onto the street with absolutely no skills,” Powers 
explains, “I mean the guy had no idea how to function in society.” 
In October of 1991, Closson was released from prison after 
being behind bars for almost 16 years.
Powers says during the ride down to Marysville she tried to get 
her brother to talk about the murder.
“My intention the whole time was to turn him in, so I pried all 
the information out of him I could, so when I called the police, I 
could give them as much information I could.”
Closson related the events leading up to the murder to his sis
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Photo to the right shows Closson and 
Powers in happier times. Below is 
Powers in a school photograph.
ter . The police came to Closson’s parents’ house to question him on 
an incident that occurred earlier that evening. He got scared and 
fled out the back door of the house. He ran at random into an apart­
ment nearby where his victim lived.
Powers says that her brother explained that “things got out of 
hand” inside the victim’s apartment.
Paul Peasley, 27, a mentally disabled Mount Vernon man was 
stabbed to death.
Powers testified at her brother’s trial that her brother told her he 
killed Peasley because he wouldn’t be quiet. Closson was afraid the 
police were going to find him because of the noise, so he had to 
silence Peasley.
Because of Peasley’s mental condition, he was unable to follow 
and comprehend Closson’s request to be quiet.
thing
brother saying 
was that his life was 
and his mom and dad, but he
Powers says the last 
she remembers her 
before he got out of her car 
over and that he loved her 
wouldn’t give himself up alive.
“As I dropped him off and watched him walk away, I thought 
I’d never see him again alive,” she says looking back on that night. 
Once again Powers’ bright, light-blue eyes fill up with tears.
After she watched her brother walk away, she drove about a 
block before calling her parents on a cellular phone.
“I asked my Dad if he had heard anything from the police 
and I told him that I thought Keith had killed someone.”
“At first he didn’t believe me, but when I told him what I 




Closson told his sister in the car that she probably knew the 
victim. Peasley was known around town because he liked to walk 
around taking pictures of people. Ironically, Powers was one of 
the people who had had her photograph taken by Peasley.
Powers then called the Mount Vernon Police Department 
and asked to speak with an officer. She was told someone would 
call her back on her cellular phone. Powers says the wait for the 
phone call seemed liked an eternity. Finally her phone rang and it 
was Officer Toby Ruxpin, whom she 
knows.
“I told him that I thought Keith 
had killed someone, but he was try­
ing to reassure me that he didn’t. Fi­
nally I said, ‘Toby, he did, it’s that Paul 
guy that takes pictures around town.’”
Ruxpin told Powers to drive back 
to Mount Vernon. Ffalfway there she 
received a call on her phone.
“It was another officer, he kept 
asking me questions. I kept asking,
‘Is it true—is it true?”’
As Powers pulled off the freeway 
exit, she received yet another phone 
call from a different officer. The of­
ficer told her to pull over to the side 
of the road and wait for him. At this 
point Powers still didn’t know if the 
story was true.
“The officer came up to my 
driver’s side window and placed his 
hand on my shoulder and he said,
‘Cathy, it’s true’, and then I lost it.”
Powers rode with the officer back 
to Marysville to help the police locate Closson and assist them in 
talking to her brother if necessary.
The police caught up with Closson at an all-night restau­
rant. Powers was told to stay in the squad car until she heard her 
name over the scanner.
“There was no way I was staying in that car. As soon as the 
police began to move in I jumped out of the car and ran into the 
restaurant to make sure they didn’t shoot my brother.”
Powers recalls that probably six police officers had her brother 
down on the men’s bathroom floor. Closson was handcuffed and 
then escorted out beside her.
“He looked at me stunned, I don’t think he believed that I 
would turn him in. All his life I tried to protect him and help 
him.”
As Closson walked by her she said, “Keith it’s over—they 
know.”
Closson’s criminal record dates back to the age of seven when 
he started a fire in his parent’s garage. Powers describes her brother 
as always being in trouble, with his crimes getting progressively 
more severe.
“They locked him up. They thought that was the answer,” Pow­
ers says of the criminal justice system.
During the year and four months that Closson was out of prison, 
he broke his parole twice, so he was actually only out for about six 
months.
Powers explains that the first time he broke parole, he walked 
into a grocery store and tried to steal a half-rack of beer. The second 
time he was involved in a bar fight. Both times Closson had been
drinking heavily.
Powers tried several 
times to get her brother help 
for his alcohol problem. She 
called the police, prosecuting 
attorney and the head of a 
treatment center. No one 
could help.
“I told them Keith has 
to stop drinking or something 
is going to happen— 
someone’s going to die,” Pow­
ers voice trembles as she adds, 
“ You know I honestly thought 
it would be Keith that would 
end up dead the way he was 
going.”
Closson had been on a 
five day drinking binge the 
night the murder occurred.
Looking back on the 
dreadful night just over a year 
ago. Powers says she knows she 
did the right thing by turning 
in her brother, but that doesn’t 
ease the guilt she carries around everyday.
"Sometimes I wonder if I did the right thing. I mean I put my 
brother away for the rest of his life."
Powers says she struggles with her decision, but knows that prison 
is the safest place for her brother and society.
Not only does Powers live with the guilt of turning her brother 
in, but she was also the key prosecuting witness at Closson’s trial.
On November 5, 1993 Closson was found guilty of first-degree 
murder in the stabbing death of Paul Peasley. Closson was sentenced 
to serve 54 years in prison. He is currently incarcerated at the Shelton 
Penitentiary serving his sentence.
Powers is relieved the trial and sentencing are over, but says her 
life and her family’s will never be the same. The name Closson has 
became infamous with the murder. Powers says it’s hard to forget the 
crime because Mount Vernon is such a small town and the murder 
and trial were highly publicized.
When out in public. Powers feels like people are always looking 
at her and talking about her.
“You know, like ‘Hey, there’s the murderer’s sister’ or something.”
Powers says it’s hard to forget when people won’t let you.
"Sometimes I 
wonder if I did 
the right thing. I 
mean I put my 
brother away for 





Story by Pat McCarrell 
Photo by Adam Leask
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oud, badly dressed and dependent on TV, are just 
some of the stereotypes Europeans have about 
Americans, say two Western students from 
Europe.
“Americans are the only ones who can see the whole of Eu­
rope in one week,” says Magnus Hammarskjold, a 22-year-old 
senior exchange student from Sweden.
“I really had a problem with how they greet each other here,” 
says Maryke Kuiper, a 21-year-old junior from The Netherlands, 
with a bewildered look. “Walk by someone on the street, and they 
ask ‘how are you,’ and then they keep walking. They’re gone be­
fore you can answer.
“It’s the same when you go into shops and they ask you ‘How 
was your day?’ Basically I just wanted to say that’s none of your 
business. To me that’s my private thing.”
They both say the culture shock has worn off for the most 
part since arriving last September, but some things still strike them 
as odd.
“Baseball Caps,” Kuiper exclaims as her eyes flash with obvi­
ous disbelief “I’ve never seen so many people wearing baseball 
caps.”
American fashion — as seen on Western’s campus — is one 
lifestyle adjustment they can’t come to terms with.
“I still can’t get used to people going to bars wearing (sweats),” 
she says, dressed in jeans and a thick sweater. “It’s totally unthink­
able.”
Hammarskjold says schools in Sweden don’t have a dress code, 
but they’re expected to dress more formally than at Western. Kuiper 
added that nightclub fashion 
is also more casual in 
America.
“Even when you go out,” 
she says with a laugh, “people 
wear shorts. If you’re going to 
clubs (in Europe), you’re not 
wearing any shorts, you dress 
up or something.”
Both felt the shorts fad 
was especially “crazy” in the 
middle of winter.
“I had to go from Carver 
gym to VU with shorts one 
day when it was warmer,”
Hammarskjold says 
with a shiver, as he 
stretches his 6-foot 
frame. “I thought I 
would freeze to 
death.”
Besides Ameri­
can fashions, the 
two have noticed 
many other differ­
ences in the way 
people interact with 
one another.
“I think people 
are very extroverted 
here,” Kuiper says.
“In my country, 
people don’t come 
up to you and join 
you while you’re eat­
ing. You don’t even 
know them, and 
they talk to you like 
they do.
“It’s much 
harder to meet Eu­
ropeans, but once 
they know you, they’ll tell you everything you want to know about 
them. Americans are easy to meet, but it’s hard to really get to 
know them.”
One opportunity they’ve had to meet Americans is through
life in Western’s dorms. They said dorm-life in 
European schools is much the same as here.
“We both have lots of parties,” 
Hammarskjold says laughing.
But the dorm organizations — and hav­
ing a resident manager — are different.
“Here,” Kuiper says, “if you play your mu­
sic too loud, or a party goes on too long, some­
one with authority will come and tell you about 
it. In Europe, the students will tell you to be 
quiet. There isn’t as much authority.”
“We have social control,” Hammarskjold 
adds. “It’s a lot of self-regulation. It’s quite a 
shock coming here. We’re used to having a lot 
of freedom.”
"I'm really amazed by the 
way Americans eat/' she 
says, "even during really 
nice dinners, Americans take 
a fork in their right hand and 
start shoveling it in. It's 
really impolite." 
Maryke Kuiper
MagnusHammarskjold and Maryke Kuiper discus.
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He said the lack of 
privacy in Westerns 
dorms also took some 
getting used to.
“You always live 
with someone else,” 
he says. “You don’t 
have any private life. 
At home I can shut 
my door and I am to­
tally alone.”
Kuiper says she has 
had trouble getting 
used to having a 
roommate , but 
added the dorms are 
a great way to meet 
people when arriving 
in a strange place . 
She said most of the 
European students at 
Western live in the 
same dormitory.
Besides the people, 
Kuiper said she also 
misses the food from 
home.
“My father came to visit,” she said. “He brought some food 
from home with him, and I don’t remember the last time I en­
joyed eating so much.”
They have MacDonalds restaurants in The Netherlands — 
as well as other American fast-food places — but the type of food 
served in American restaurants isn’t the only difference in the din­
ing experience.
“I’m really amazed by the way Americans eat,” she says, “even 
during really nice dinners, Americans take a fork in their right 
hand and start shoveling it in. It’s really impolite.
“I could never eat like that when there are other people around. 
We always eat with a fork and a knife at the same time. It’s really 
a funny thing.”
They say another funny thing about Americans is their ad­
diction to television.
“They can sit in front of that thing for hours,” Hammarskjold 
says with amusement. “We watch TV, but not nearly as much.”
They said the content of the programming is beyond com­
prehension as well.
“You can turn on the TV in my country,” Kuiper says, “and 
see soft pornography if that’s what you want to watch. But we 
don’t have the violence like you do.”
“You can see some guy’s brains splattered everywhere,” 
Hammarskjold adds shaking his head, “but nudity is strictly for­
bidden. It doesn’t make much sense when you’ve lived where it’s 
just the opposite.”
They say part of getting used to the differences is a matter of 
becoming more familiar with the language. Even though each 
speaks English well, some problems still occur.
Shortly after Kuiper arrived here she was driving near Bell­
ingham.
“I saw the word ‘ramp.’ In my language, ‘ramp’ translates to 
‘disaster,’” she says, beginning to look like as if she’d turned the
Americans are easy 
to meet; but it's hard 
to really get to know 
them."
Maryke Kuiper
wrong way on a one-way street.
She bursts out laughing as she explains that, for a moment, 
she thought a sign with an arrow pointing to the freeway off­
ramp was actually pointing to a disaster.
Even though they haven’t started picking up the Americans’ 
habits of dressing, eating and acting outrageously, they admit some 
things are beginning to rub off
“Now I sort of mess up two languages instead of one,” 
Hammarskjold says. “When I’m home in Sweden, the Swedish is 
perfect, but the English is kind of so-so. It gets frustrating after a 
while.”
Kuiper says she accidentally mixes them up while she’s talk­
ing to people from back home.
“The grammar structures are different, and I just screw up 
everything,” she says. “My friends are like, whoa, what’s wrong 
with you. It takes a minute to switch back and forth.”
Despite the cultural differences, Hammarskjold and Kuiper 
say they’re enjoying their time in America.
The odd ways of Americans no longer seem so odd. Whether 
they bring back any “bad habits” from America or not, they both 
say they won’t forget their experiences here.
their strange American experiences.
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F
ar away from the broadcast voices of New York 
and the film libraries of Los Angeles, Vidcom 
occupies a small space in a Fairhaven corrugated- 
metal warehouse marked simply as “Seaport Yacht Sales.” 
Even though the two-person video and film production 
company sits at the end of a street with no road sign, it 
has done business with clients as far away as London 
and Toronto.
“The cottage industry is really, really, really happening now,” 
said Dal Nitzel of Vidcom. “We see a lot of people who are operat­
ing out of their back yards and out of spare rooms in their houses.” 
Next-day air, digital tape and pin-drop phone lines have al­
lowed companies like Vidcom to set up shop farther and farther 
away from New York and Los Angeles. And ever-advancing tech­
nology has introduced a new player tailored to speed audio/visual 
communications to viewers and clients even faster — fiber optic 
cable.
“I can call up now and get all of my audio recorded in New 
York by an announcer while I direct the session from my phone 
here,” Nitzel said from a dimly lit office overlooking Bellingham 
Bay. But until fiber optic cable reaches Bellingham, he’ll have to 
wait for a tape to be shipped from New York.
“(With fiber optic cable) when you’re all finished. I’ll say, ‘send 
it to me as quick as you can.’ He’ll send it to me and it will take a 
half a second for that four hours of audio to be downloaded into 
my computer.”
Just as Nitzel can sit in his Fairhaven office and get product 
almost instantly from New York, sick Western students could even­
tually sit in on classes they would otherwise miss, thanks to fiber 
optic cable connection between their homes and classrooms. But 
with the availability of a Sega fiber optic connections to their Gen­
esis video-game systems, students might be concentrating on the 
50 video games that are pumped into their televisions per month 
rather than school work.
“The network that we’re building actually is like a personal 
communications network,” TCI General Manager Dan Crocker
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said. “It’s something you’d 
tie your computer into, your 
television into, your tele­
phone into, your stereo into.
It’s something you’d tie ev­
erything into.”
But before Whatcom 
County computers, televisions 
and phones can get an onramp 
to the fiber optic information su­
perhighway, 907 miles of fiber op­
tic cable has to be laid countywide. 
TCI is heading up Whatcom
m
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active. But before 
anyone in the country can 
become interactive using this 
system,TCI must finish its 
national fiber optic system.
In order for people in 
Nash Hall to access the Li­
brary of Congress in Wash­
ington, D.C. via fiber optic 
cable, they’ll have to be 
patched through TCI’s 
headquarters in Denver. 
But construction on 
that worldwide fiber 
optic connection point 
isn’t complete yet.
“I don’t expect (What­
com County) to be truly interactive until 1997,” Crocker said. “But 
that’s because the national network isn’t finished yet.”
TCI will focus on hooking up Whatcom County schools first, 
once interaction is possible between Whatcom County connections 
and beyond. Getting Western interactive is also a major goal for 
TCI, but the hurdles to a campus wired for fiber optics are as great 
as the difference in technology between copper wire and fiber-optic 
cable.
Western has its own cable system on campus, using coaxial cable 
(metal wires) to link education facilities and residence halls to the 
40 channels of cable television. Western buys its cable signal from 
TCI, and both are compatible using the same type of coaxial-cable
wiring to distribute and receive cable television. But once TCI goes 
fiber optic, the university would not be included in TCI’s cable­
laying plans since Western’s cable system would have to be replaced, 
and isn’t part of TCI’s system. One mile of fiber optic cable will 
cost TCI $35,000 to lay in Whatcom County. The cost of the uni­
versity doing the same for its campus would be around the same 
price.
“We certainly want them tied in to our network. But as far as 
being feasible for us to go up there and wire it, you’re talking a lot 
of money,” Crocker said. “The question is whether Western wants 
to become involved.
“It’s their responsibility to build all of that (campuswide fiber 
optic cable network). But we want to work with them because with 
the system they build, it’s critical it matches our system using the 
same kind of technology so the two are compatible.”
Western has already built a “backbone” of fiber optic cable 
from Bond Hall to Arntzen Hall, off which other campus build­
ings can be wired to receive fiber optic video and audio signals. 
The backbone was originally constructed for fiber optic data trans­
fer, but Engineering Supervisor Terry Dayton said the university 
can use the same lines for video signals. He said an alternative to 
using the existing backbone would be to wire each building di­
rectly from an on-campus information center. But regardless of 
how Western connects its buildings with the fiber-optic signal, both 
Dayton and Crocker agree that the university and information pro­
viders like TCI need to work details out before Western gets too 
involved in creating its audio/video fiber optics system.
“The difficulty is getting the processing equipment to accept 
(TCI’s) signals,” Dayton said. “There are several different ways that 
we may transmit what they provide to us. If it’s determined that we 
process (their signals) and make selections about what’s going to be 
sent out where, and be able to insert signals, there’s major expense 
involved...”
But the process of integrating video fiber optics into campus 
communications systems has just begun. Western is in the process 
of hiring a consultant to give direction to the video-integration 
process, find ways of integrating off-campus fiber optic services
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like TCI’s into the university’s systems, and tell university officials 
how much the system will cost.
“The consultant is going to give us a ballpark budgeting figure 
(for upcoming budget biennium) so we can make applications to 
the state to support video as a part of the entire telecommunica­
tions data project,” Dayton said of an overall system including data, 
voice and video telecommunications.
Since the consultant as was not selected by press time, hard 
data on how much the system will cost was not available. But Day- 
ton expected the expense of the conversion to be in the millions.
After campus community members offer their input regarding 
the fiber-optic system, Dayton said unviversity administrators will 
prioritize the phases of fiber-optic-service installation. Then, a fund­
ing proposal for the fiber optic system will be presented to the state 
legislature.
Dayton emphasized that TCI’s involve­
ment in Western’s conversion to fiber optics 
is small. The only role TCI will play is to pro­
vide information from outside the university.
Regarding on-campus fiber-optic use. Day- 
ton said university consultants will look at 
what academic support fiber optics can offer 
to classrooms, what programming the resi­
dence halls will need, and how the university 
can use its fiber-optics system to conduct tele­
conferences with other institutions around the 
world.
“Our interest is in education,” Dayton 
said. “Providing that educational experience 
for people on campus or off campus is our 
primary responsibility.
“Entertainment programming is secondary. Alot of what TCI 
provides is entertainment. Not to say that doesn’t have value — 
entertainment programming can include news and other (educa­
tional) elements. “
Crocker said before working out the details of what system 
Western would install, the university needs to meet with TCI rep­
resentatives to decide what services the school wants. Services range 
from accessing the Internet to giving students workstations to in­
corporate up-to-date imagery and audio to their class assignments.
“(TCI) will be part of the mix (in the system-building process) 
because they’re the ones that really determine what is going to be 
provided to campus — assuming we continue with their service,” 
Dayton said. “There’s the possibility that if it becomes cost pro­
hibitive for us to receive their signal, we may end up putting our 
own satelite dishes and receive sites in, and build our own cable 
system. It may be just as economically feasable for us to do that as 
to pay whatever fees TCI may decide to charge for the service.”
Small businesses operating out of back yards and corrugated- 
metal werehouses obviously don’t have the opportunities to build 
their own fiber-optic satellite uplinks. If service costs too much, or 
the right services aren’t offered by TCI, businesses like Vidcom won’t 
take up a link. Another major factor is the extent to which TCI’s 
network reaches out-of-town clients. Nitzel said the odds of clients 
like his in Toronto having the computer hardware and software to 
download a fiber-optic package would be highly unlikely.
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“But what might happen is, near the client, there will be a 
service that downloads video and audio, puts it on a video cassette, 
and it sits there waiting for them to come pick it up,” Nitzel said. 
“We can avoid the Fed-Ex expense and we can avoid the 24-hour 
delay. But that’s not going to be there until the cable has been there 
for a while.”
Beyond helping students and businesses get better informa­
tion faster, fiber optics also offers television junkies more channels 
than they can possibly absorb.
“The cable of tomorrow will look like the magazine rack of 
today,” Nitzel said of the 500-channel capacity of fiber optic cable. 
“When you go in and turn your television on and you’re a stamp 
collector, there will be a channel for you. If you’re a sports-card 
collector, there’ll be a channel for you with programming 24 hours 
a day.”
Crocker said Lynden will be the first Whatcom 
County town to get an offramp from the fiber 
optic superhighway because it was the first to re­
new its franchise with TCI. Ferndale has also al­
ready renegotiated, and Bellingham, Everson, 
Nooksack and Blaine are in the process of renew­
ing TCI’s franchise.
“This costs about $35,000 a mile to build,” 
Crocker said. “When I go to the banks to borrow 
this kind of money — we’re talking multi-mil­
lions of dollars —they want to be guaranteed that 
you do business within that city.
It’s important for us to have the franchise be­
cause that’s how I’m able to obtain my financ-
• ?? mg.
TCI is starting to lay 50 miles of fiber optic cable in Lynden 
already as a result of franchise renewal, and Lynden residents will 
be the first community in Whatcom County with the potential to 
access the 500 channels of fiber optic television. But Crocker said 
true fiber-optic interaction won’t take place until all the communi­
ties have been wired and the Denver headquarters have been com­
pleted.
As fiber optics opens hundreds of channels to be filled by smaller 
and smaller niches, more scriptwriters and video producers will 
put the shows together for 24 hours of golf and gardening. And it 
will make more work possible for two men in a corrugated-metal 
warehouse, at the end of a street without a road sign in Fairhaven.
“There will be more opportunities for people who want to do 
video, graphics and audio,” Nitzel said. “This certainly is a sunrise 
industry.”
If Western chooses to become interactive with fiber optic cable, 
students will have the opportunity to gain experience using its new 
systems. These students will then be able to work out of their own 
corrugated-metal offices throughout Bellingham and beyond. But 
as the opportunity grows, so will competition between video pro­
duction offices operating out of people’s back yards and spare rooms.
“What it all boils down to (with all the competition) is that 
you have to be a storyteller,” Nitzel said. “Those people who can 
tell a story, and do it well, are going to find themselves highly em­
ployable. A lot of people will have access to (fiber optic) equip­
ment, but not everyone is going to be able to tell a story.”
Beyond helping students and 
businesses get better 
information faster, fiber 
optics also offers television 
junkies more channels than 
they can possibly absorb.
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t wasn’t the pollution, crowds and stress that 
cemented a decision to leave Los Angeles, but they 
definitly played parts.
With two young sons, it was the gang activity, high crime and the 
sound of bullets in the night that spurred Steve Hodel and his wife 
Marsha to pack up Michael and Matthew, then 9 and 11, and begin 
driving up the coast in search of a “more relaxed, peaceful environ­
ment” in which 
to raise their chil­
dren.
They didn’t 
know it when 
they started that 
trip five years 
ago, but they 
would travel al­
most to the Ca­
nadian border 
before they 
found the type of 
environment 
they were look­




when you go to 
bed at night and
listen to gun shots,” said Hodel, who now runs his own private inves­
tigation firm in Bellingham.
As the sole employee of Hodel Investigations, he works on personal 
injury cases, criminal investigations, accident investigations and re­
constructions, as well as missing person cases out of a comfortable 
office in the back of his home.
After 24 years with the Los Angeles Police Department, 18 of those as 
a homicide detective, Hodel retired as a highly ranked “detective lieu­
tenant” and started Hodel Investigations in 1986. Three years later, 
the Hodel family decided to leave Los Angeles for good.
“Basically, we got tired of L.A. and all the problems that were 
beginning to emerge,” Hodel said. His sons had been “accosted” a
number of times by other youths threatening to take their bicycles, 
“and we were living in a good neighborhood,” he added.
“We checked out northern California, then drove through Or­
egon — fast. We checked out Seattle, but it was a little too much like 
L.A. So we kept going until we got to Bellingham. Neither one of us 
had ever been here before.”
Hodel, 52, was born and raised in Los Angeles, though his wife 
Marsha is a Washington native, growing up in Spokane and Seattle. 
The move to Bellingham was a big decision, and fortunately, it turned 
out to be the right one, Hodel said.
“It was a big step for us. We didn’t know anyone. It was scary at first,
but it paid off ... 
We love it. It was 
the best move we 
ever made. It’s re­
ally been a pleasant 
change to get away 
from all that 
(stress) and come 




his friends back on 
the police force in 
Los Angeles can’t 
even comprehend 
the relatively stress- 
free environment 
of a smaller town 
like Bellingham, 
much less why
Hodel and his family would choose to come here.
“I’ve talked to my old partners in the (police) department, and 
they can’t understand how I can live in a small town,” Hodel said. 
“They have no reference point. They think that’s the way life is sup­
posed to be.”
Compared with Los Angeles, it’s not surprising Bellingham hasn’t 
produced many unusual cases for Hodel to investigate.
“Up here, most of the cases have been pretty routine,” he said. 
He stands tall with a wide shoulders and a square build, graying hair 
and intense, slightly skeptical eyes, he paused to sip his coffee.
“About 80 percent of my work has to do with interviewing wit­
nesses and reconstructing traffic accidents.”
Containing everything from Clint Eastwood's picture to retirement anouncements. Model's wall acts as a 
shrine to his years with the L.A.P.D.
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“I don’t do domestic cases,” he added emphatically. “No spying 
on husbands or wives. I just avoid those altogether.
“(Those cases) tend to be a bit sleazy. They’re very stereotypic of 
private investigating. It’s not something I’ve ever had a desire to do. 
And it’s not particularly challenging.”
That’s one of the advantages of running your own agency, he 
said. “It’s nice to be able to be selective.”
As a homicide detective in the Hollywood area of Los Angeles, 
Hodel has worked on his share of bizarre murder cases — approxi­
mately 250 of them. One he recalled from the late 70s involved the 
kidnapping of a boyfriend and girlfriend who ran a “swing pad,” or a 
place for group sex.
The couple was thrown in the trunk of a car by four men who 
apparently wanted to take over the business. After driving into the 
desert, the boyfriend was killed and buried, and the girlfriend was 
threatened with a live rattlesnake before she convinced the men she 
could help them run the business. She managed to escape and the four 
men were eventually convicted of murder.
During the three years Hodel operated his agency in Los Angeles, 
most of his work was for attorneys, but in Washington the hiring of an 
investigator is still a relatively uncommon legal strategy.
“There is a lot higher demand (for investigators) in California,”
said Hodel, who is still licensed in both states. “They’re used to using 
investigators. Here, paralegals do a lot of the work and (attorneys) still 
do it themselves.”
Hiring an investigator can be a very strong bargaining tool for 
attorneys, he explained. “Most cases are settled out of court. (Hiring a 
detective) is a very strong tool for attorneys to use. They can say, ‘Here’s 
what we’ve done; here’s what we’ve found.’”
Hodel said the world of a private investigator is generally nothing 
like its portrayal on television and movie screens.
“The image and glamour associated with Pi’s on TV or the mov­
ies is manufactured for entertainment,” he said. “In real life, most of it 
is fairly routine and unglamorous.”
For example, a large part of his job involves interviewing people 
and writing reports and investigative summaries of his findings.
The image people have of detectives like Magnum PI are no longer 
accurate, if they ever were, according to Hodel.
“That’s a dying breed,” he said, laughing. “Nowadays, a detective 
is kind of a hybrid — part psychiatrist, part computer-hacker. Tech­
nology today has totally revolutionized the industry. Human contacts 
have been traded in for data banks to a great extent.”
While most private investigators have an extensive background 
in law enforcement, advances in technology are lessening the impor-
Hodel gathers binders of information concerning an international murder case he is working on.
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tance of that experience, according to Hodel.
“You’ve got your fax, your computer, your cellular phone, your 
telephone — which is probably your most important investigative tool 
— and you can pretty much work anywhere,” he said.
As for the psychological angle — “You’re dealing with human be­
ings, so you have to be able to deal with people... If a person doesn’t like 
you, you’re not going to get the information.”
In fact, working with people is one of the best parts of his job, he
said.
“I enjoy criminal defense, mainly because it requires a lot of con­
tact with people. You’re constantly interviewing witnesses, trying to 
get to the truth. If you talk to five witnesses to an event, you’ll get four 
or five stories of what happened ... The biggest part of the job I enjoy, 
is dealing with people and attempting to discover the truth — trying 
to get rid of all the contamination to the reality of the situation.” 
One of Model’s recent undertakings was a criminal defense case for 
a local teacher accused, and later found not guilty, of sexually molesting 
a student. Hodel interviewed about a dozen witnesses regarding their 
contact with the alledged victim, looking for any discrepancies between 
statements the alleged victim might have made in regards to contact 
with the teacher. He then wrote up reports of his findings and submit­
ted them for use by the defense attorneys.
The case that has taken up nearly all of 
Model’s time for the past two-and-a-half 
years is an international murder case that is 
paving the way in previously uncharted le­
gal territory.
A normal case might involve 20-30 hours 
of work, and this case was originally sup­
posed to take about two months, Hodel 
said. Obviously, this has not been a “nor­
mal” case.
It started with the murder/robbery of two 
Japanese tourists in Los Angeles in 1981. 
While taking pictures in the downtown area, 
a Japanese woman was shot and killed, and 
her husband was shot in the leg and sur­
vived.
Hodel said the LAPD began investigat­
ing but made little progress. Four years af­
ter the incident, the Japanese press discov­
ered the husband had a large life insurance 
policy on his wife.
Los Angeles attorneys, the LAPD and 
Japanese investigators began working to­
gether on the case. It was decided insuffi­
cient evidence existed to file charges in the 
United States, so the Japanese government 
filed murder charges against the husband 
and his business partner in 1988.
Since then, the two men have been in a 
Japanese jail without bail because the Japa­
nese judicial system operates with the as­
sumption one is guilty until proven inno­
cent, Hodel explained.
In this groundbreaking case, the Los An­
geles Deputy District Attorney and an as­
sistant U.S. Attorney have been assisting
Japanese prosecutors, in addition to denying the defense attorneys “dis­
covery” of the prosecution’s case. Discovery, which allows defense at­
torneys to examine the prosecutor’s case, is a right in the American 
legal system but apparently not in the Japanese system.
“The LAPD has interviewed hundreds of witnesses over the years, 
put the statements in writing and sent them over (to Japan) to be used 
in the trial,” Hodel said. “This prevents cross examination, which is 
very unfair to the men charged.”
Hodel became involved in the case in 1991, on behalf of the busi­
ness partner. His work took him to Japan and back to Los Angeles, 
where he ended up living for a year, to interview and re-interview wit­
nesses.
As of December 1993, no new investigation evidence was being 
allowed, so, for a short time, Hodel has been able to turn his attention 
elsewhere. A verdict is expected in late March. With the conviction 
rate in Japan more than 99 percent, Hodel said it would be “tremen­
dously rewarding if a man who is not guilty is found not guilty.”
However, whether or not the men are convicted, an appeal is likely, 
especially since discovery was just granted by the 9th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals in February of this year.
This new development means Hodel will have to return to Los 
Angeles in the coming weeks to obtain and review more evidence that 
will probably prove useful in an appeal.
Working on this case has helped change his perspective on crimi­
nal cases. Working for so many years with the LAPD, Hodel said he 
had very little faith in people accused of crimes.
“This Japanese case has really changed my view around,” he said. 
“I’ve come to a much more open-minded position and realized there 
are people charged with crimes who are innocent and people in prison 
who are innocent.
“Even though I was dealing with the worst part of humanity for 
24 years, there was a certain naivete,” he said earnestly.
When Hodel came to Washington in 1989, there was no real regu­
lation of private investigators, except by individual jurisdictions. That 
changed in 1991, when the State Department of Licensing took over 
the task of licensing private detectives, Hodel reported.
The statewide guidelines that have been established for becoming 
a private investigator require that a person be 18, be a U.S. citizen or 
alien resident of the state, and have a job offer with a licensed agency, 
according to Hodel. For individuals to start their own agency, they 
must have 6,000 hours or three years of experience, in addition to 
passing a background check and possibly taking a written examina­
tion from the state.
“I think it’s good the state is recognizing that it needs to have 
some control over Pis,” Hodel said. “Before (state regulation), any Joe 
Blow could put an ad in the paper, and that reduces professionalism.”
In addition, not all requests of detectives are inspired by the pur­
est of motives.
“A lot of people would like you to do things that are totally illegal, 
like stealing records or kicking a door in. Everything has to be con­
ducted above-board.”
When discussing the cost of his services, Hodel did not want to 
give a specific figure. He said he charges for any costs he incurs and 
uses his discretion in setting any additional fee for his work.
Now that both sons, Mike, 16, and Matt, 14, are attending Sehome 
High School, Hodel said he and Marsha are thinking ahead to the 





Story by Jason Haws
S
tate legislators in Olympia pass numerous laws each 
year. Many citizens wonder if perhaps these laws
work too well for their own good.
It’s hard to say without going over each law. But one of them, 
passed in 1990, is working so well that it’s left the Whatcom County 
Sheriff’s Department with feelings of both accomplishment and de­
spair.
It concerns sex offenders — and it’s a controversial law, at that. 
The law allows for public notification of the whereabouts of sex 
offenders. The degree of public 
notification, however, is based on 
the likelihood of the offender to 
commit a sex crime in the future.
Of the 22 states that have sex of­
fender laws, Washington’s is de­
scribed as one of the most pro­
gressive.
One of the law’s accomplish­
ments is the registration of 217 
sex offenders living in Whatcom 
County. Eighty-four of those reg­
istered live in the unincorporated 
areas of the county, 68 live within 
the city limits of Bellingham and 
the remaining 33 live in smaller 
cities in the county.
The sheriff’s department is 
the clearing agency for the regis­
tration of sex offenders. Anyone 
convicted of a felony sex crime is 
required to register their address 
with the department. Offenders 
are required to register every time 
they move. Some are only re­
quired to register for five years 
after their conviction and others 
have to register for the rest of their
lives, depending on the seriousness of their crime.
From there, each city is responsible for those offenders living in 
their limits. If an offender, for example, moves within the Bellingham 
city limits, he or she will register with the sheriff’s department who 
will, in turn, notify the Bellingham Police Department. Bellingham 
Police will then be responsible for rating and tracking the offender.
At one time, the number of offenders registered in Bellingham 
outnumbered those in the county. Now, the tables have turned — and 
all of the responsibility of rating and tracking offenders living in the 
county has fallen onto the shoulders of one man, Whatcom County 
Sheriff’s Department Detective John Barriball.
Tracking offenders isn’t supposed to be a one-man job, however.
“It’s a common problem in this 
state when (they) pass a new law but 
they don’t pass on the resources to go 
ahead and use it,” said Sgt. Dustin 
Hurlbut, Barriball’s supervisor. “You 
take a department essentially like ours 
that was already understaffed and 
overworked and you’re adding one 
more brick to the pile.”
Barriball, joined the department 
in April of 1993, nearly three years 
after the law’s passage. He has essen­
tially started Whatcom County’s sex 
offender notification program from 
scratch. Hurlbut has commend 
Barriball for getting the program up 
and running with practically no train­
ing from the state.
I Rating and tracking sex offend­
ers has proven to be a very complex 
and time consuming job, involving 
researching criminal records, evalu­
ating the risk level of each offender 
and then physically tracking each 
them. Barriball personally makes pe­
riodic visits to the residences of each 
offender to make sure each is still liv- 
■ ing at their registered address.
Bruce EHIot Bell
Age 46 /5*‘9’*/180 LBS




The Whatcom County Sheriffs Office is providing this bulletin to inform you of a 
Level III Registered Sex Offender living within Whatcom County. This bulletin is 
not meant to shock or alarm, but rather to provide relevant information regarding this 
offender, his criminal history and his potential threat to the community.
Bell was convicted in 1989 of sexually molesting and raping three young girls, ages 
4,5, and 8 years of age. The offenses occurred while Bell was baby-siting the three 
girls. Bell was sentenced to serve a term in the Washington State Penitentiary. He 
was released from custody in August of 1993 and paroled to Whatcom County.
Because Bell’s offenses were committed against small children in violation of special 
trust relationships, coupled with his failure to complete a sex offender treatment 
program, and his offender profile, he is considered to be at high risk to re-offend. Bell 
has been classified as a level three offender which is indicative of his high potential to 
re-offend.
Dissemination of this notice is to the entire Whatcom County area, with a special 
emphasis to the Deming community.
Inquires regarding this bulletin may be directed to: Detective John Barriball,
Detective Division, Whatcom Cou
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The registration process for sex offenders, according to Barriball, 
starts with the offenders release from jail. Upon release, the Wash­
ington State Department of Corrections notifies the sheriff’s depart­
ment of the county the offender plans to live in. The offender is then 
required to come into the department and 
register their address.
Barriball then tracks down every bit of 
background information on the offender’s 
criminal record and convictions. Coupled 
with psychological evaluations and whether 
sexual deviancy treatment has been com­
pleted, Barriball rates the offender a level I,
II, or III.
A level I, Barriball said, is an offender 
who is considered a low risk for re-offense.
Most of their victims are family members, 
and offenders have shown some degree of 
remorse and have completed sexual-deviancy 
counseling. In these cases, only other law en­
forcement agencies in the county are noti­
fied of the offender’s whereabouts.
Level II offenders are considered an in­
termediate risk to re-offend. Barriball said 
these offenders are considered to be a “risk 
in their own environment, to the people 
around their neighborhood or to the people 
they are associating with.
“This type of person is probably going 
to groom somebody, develop a relationship 
with them,” he said.
Public notification of Level II offend­
ers, Barriball said, involves notifying the sur­
rounding community and school district as 
well as businesses and day cares.
Level III offenders are considered to have 
the highest risk to re-offend, due to their psy­
chological backgrounds and lack of remorse 
for their crimes. The names and pictures of 
level III offenders are released to the local media by Barriball.
“This is somebody who is predatory,” Barriball said, “This is 
somebody who has possibly been diagnosed as a sexual psychopath.
They’ve had no 
sexual deviancy
"It's a common counseling andII • I • they are somebody
problem in this state we feel is a high riskI /I I \ to the community
when (they) pass a so we do a whole
new law but they
a TA ’Don t 
think it’s an easy 
job for us to arrive 
I P X at a decision on the
and use it/ Sgt. level ratings. We
Dustin Hurlbut. dlirlocl:!
JAMES EDMOND BALLARD
Age 48 / 6'1" /170 Lbs 




The Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office is providing this bulletin to inform you of a Level III 
Registered Sex Offender living in Whatcom County. This bulletin is not meant to shock or alarm, but 
rather to provide relevant information regarding this offender his criminal history, and his potential 
threat to the community.
Ballard was convicted of Rape 1st and Sodomy 1st in Umatilla County in the state of Oregon. His 
offen.se amounted to multiple rapes of a seven-year-old female over a week’s time. Ballard met the 
victim through her mother and had known the family for over a year when he agreed to baby-sit for the 
mother.
Instead of caring for the child in a residence with other children as promised, Ballard took her to a 
motel where he repeatedly raped her and sodomized her over a period of a week causing her injury and 
extreme pain. He also photographed the victim while she was being raped and in other forced nude 
poses. During three other occasions, Ballard told the mother he would take the victim on outings, but 
instead took her to remote areas and forcibly raped her. Ballard enforced the victims silence through 
fear and threats of sexual torture.
Ballard has recently been released from the Oregon Department of Corrections early because he has a 
terminal illness. Ballard has been rated a Level III Sex Offender due to the fact that he has not 
completed any sexual deviancy program, his lack of regard for parole sanctions which he has violated 
in the past, and the danger posed to the community by his premature release from prison.
Ballard is considered a high risk to re-offend as long as his condition permits him to be mobile. 
According to a recent state document, he was denied parole in 1992 based partly on the fact that 
“...there was evidence of a present, severe emotional disturbance such as to constitute a danger to the 
health and safety of the community.’’ Ballard denies the crimes he was convicted of despite the fact 
that he plead guilty to those crimes. He has refu.sed any sexual deviancy treatment, and therefore, 
poses a high risk to the community due to his deviant sexual orientation towards children. Inquires 
regarding this bulletin may directed to:
Detective John Barriball, Detective Division, Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office, 676-6650, 384-5360.
don't pass on the 
resources to go ahead
and have disagreements,” Hurlbut said. “We play off of each other 
and eventually...’we come out ’with what we feel is a good rating.”
After a level I rating is decided on by Barriball, he and 
Undersheriff Dave Wareing review the case before final approval.
Anything case rated 
Level II or above is 
additionally re­
viewed by Sheriff 
Dale Brandland. 
Level III offenders 
make up only three 
III of the county’s 84. 
Level I offenders 
account for 51 
’while level II of­
fenders are only 
seven. The rest of 
th e cases are 
unrated.
But for all of those 
offenders ’which the 
department has 
record of, there are 
at least 21 files 
Barriball has been 
unable to get to.
The ar­
rival of new offend- 
ers to Whatcom 
County, coupled 
’with helping out 
other detectives in 
other needed inves­





most of the 21 offenders might not be high risk, it’s not safe to 
leave any unrated.
Nicholas Atkinson was one offender ’who went unrated — 
and re-offended.
Atkinson, 30, had a prior history of numerous contacts ’with 
small children, most of them boys. In 1981, he was arrested and 
charged with first-degree statutory rape of two boys, ages four and 
five, ’while he was a baby-sitter.
He later pled guilty to a reduced charge of indecent liberties.
Atkinson attended part of a 90-day Sex Offender Program 
’where he ’was declared a sexual psychopath. He asked to be taken 
out of the program and wanted to serve the rest of his 10 year 
sentence in prison.
He came to Whatcom County in 1991 after serving six years. 
After moving around several times, once living in a trailer home in 
Ferndale ’with a mother and her two children, he was sent back to 
prison for a parole violation in February of 1992.
After release in April, he settled in the Geneva area of 
Bellingham — just outside the city limits.
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During the next few months, he would periodically live at the 
trailer — all the while still unrated by the sheriff’s department.
When the department was ready to rate him in July of that 
year, they were told he was a suspect in the rapes of two boys at the 
trailer and that releasing his name could jeopardize his chance for a 
fair trial.
In January of this year, Atkinson was con­
victed in Whatcom County Superior Court of 
second-degree rape of a child and third-degree 
child molestation in connection to that incident.
Barriball said it could take months to get 
anywhere near completing the ratings of the 21 
backlogged cases — if no more offenders moved 
to the county.
The law, Barriball and Hurlbut agreed, has 
served as a deterrent to offenders.
“Actually...we’re not seeing so much of a 
crime problem with the convicted people we’ve 
rated as a level III or a level II offender,” Hurlbut 
said. “(But) what we’re doing is educating people 
that the real threat out there is the people we 
haven’t arrested yet.”
The law does serve as a deterrent, but it does not give authori­
ties the right to exploit what’s left of the offenders privacy.
“The problem that we deal with is that we are walking a very 
fine line here as far as violating the rights of the person who is the 
sex offender,” Hurlbut said.
“We have to balance the 
right of the individual who 
has been accused and con­
victed against the rights of 
the community to know.
The whole exercise of this 
program is not to brand 
these people. The point of 
the program is to educate 
the community and make 
sure the people of the com­
munity are aware these vio­
lators exist.”
Community education 
has seemed to work well.
“It’s one of the best pro­
grams we’ve been involved 
in as far as community in­
volvement,” Hurlbut said.
“When you go into the 
neighborhood and do the 
notification, we get a real 
positive response to that.”
“Some of the initial re­
sponse is shock and they’re 
like ‘Oh my gosh, how do 
we get them out of our 
neighborhood and what can 
we do with them,”’ Barriball 
added. “We talk to all of
these people and tell them they can’t. They’re there and they’re going 
to be there. We can tell you they are there and you have to deal with
• y>It.
The department also offers educational talks to communities as 
to how the law works and how offenders are rated. The more educa­
tion a community has, 
the more it will accept the 
person.
“We’re very explicit 
when we notify the pub­
lic, too,” Hurlbut said. 
“We tell them, ‘Yes, we’re 
notifying you that this ex­
ists however we will not 
tolerate this person being 
harassed. We will investi­
gate any harassment com­
plaints against this person 
just as we would any sex 
offense reports against 
him.’
“We don’t want an incident like what occurred in Snohomish 
County,” he said, referring to arson fire that destroyed the home of a 
registered sex offender.
“That’s an inappropriate response to that notification” Barriball 
said. “What the public has to realize is, before, these same people
were coming out living next to 
you. Now, we can tell you they 
are there and what risk they 
pose.”
Because of the law, some of­
fenders have chosen to move 
out of the state. What might be 
scaring them off, however, is a 
portion of the law which allows 
offenders deemed as sexual psy­
chopaths to be civilly commit­
ted indefinitely.
A prosecutor can ask that an 
offender be held in custody, 
even after serving their full jail 
sentence, if they still pose a great 
risk to the community. The 
only way for the offender to be 
released is if they undergo coun­
seling and are rated lower. This 
portion of the law has drawn a 
lot of fire and, so far, has with­
stood challenges in the Wash­
ington State Supreme Court, 
Hurlbut said.
“This is a pretty advanced law. 
We are the only state that has a 
really good set-up to run this 
type of program that hasn’t been 
challenge and nocked down in 
Superior Court or the Supreme 
Court,” Hurlbut said.
"This is a pretty advanced law. We are 
the only state that has a really good 
set-up to run this type of program that 
hasn't been challenged and knocked 
down in Superior Court or the 
Supreme Court/' Hurlbut said.
Nicholas Clark Atkinson
Age 30/6’00”/170 lbs 
Brown Hair, Brown Eyes
ADDRESS:
The Whatcom County Sheriffs Office is providing this bulletin to inform you of a Level III Registered Sex 
Offender living within Whatcom County. This bulletin is not meant to shock or alarm, but rather to provide 
relevant information regarding this offender, his criminal history and his potential threat to the community.
In 1981, Atkinson was arrested and charged with First Degree Statutory Rape. He later plead guilty to a 
reduced charge of Indecent Liberties. A woman living in the community with Atkinson was in need of a baby­
sitter for her two boys, ages four and five. She offered to pay Atkinson to baby-sit her children. Atkinson 
accepted the job, as he was unemployed. Atkinson had sexual contact with the boys on four occasions while in 
the trusted position of baby-sitter. He threatened that he would hit the boys if they told their mother.
After being arrested and charged, Atkinson was released back to the community to await trial. While on release, 
he returned to baby-sitting. While in the position of baby-sitter, the following incidents occurred: 1.) He 
attempted to fondle a twelve-year-old boy. 2.) He had sexual contact with a three year old. 3.) He contacted one 
of his past victims and had sexual contact with him. 4.) He molested a nine-year-old boy.
After his conviction, Atkinson was sent to the Sex Offender Program for a 90-day observation period where he 
was declared a Sexual Psychopath. He was accepted into the Sex Offender Program where he participated 
minimally. He continually stated his desire to be removed from the program and be sent to prison. Atkinson 
was terminated from the program and sent to prison where he served six years of a ten-year sentence. When 
released, Atkinson violated his parole by having several contacts with minors and living with a woman who had 
minor children.
Atkinson was recently convicted by a jury of Rape of a Child and Child Molestation. Atkinson is currently in 
jail being held without bail while he awaits sentencing. Atkinson is considered a high risk to re-offend. He has 
refused any sexual deviancy treatment, and therefore, poses a high risk to the community due to his continued 





Story by Ric Brewer 
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W
"eall sin. This is no apocalyptic 
announcement. But ever since 
showers of burning hail and 
brimstone stopped raining down on us in 
divine retribution for our sins, have we 
examined from whence came the idea of sin 
and what it means today?
From a theological standpoint, sin is any thought, 
deed or desire in opposition to the laws of God, namely 
the big seven: pride, avarice, lust, envy, gluttony, an­
ger, and sloth.
Although gluttony and sloth are not the headlin­
ers they used to be, the Seven Deadlies are still alive 
and thriving, entwining our daily routines like the se­
ductive Serpent in the Garden of Eden.
Take lust for example. It s certainly the most popu­
lar of the sins resulting in the downfall of many, from 
the not-very-reverend Jimmy Swaggart to John 
Bobbitt, whose wife Lorena did her best to release him 
from his sin.
Lust pervades and saturates the American psyche 
as we gobble up anything remotely lurid from the Amy 
Fisher/Joey Buttafuco tryst to the soft-core, popcorn 
porn of music videos and commercials. That stick of
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Wrigley s wouldn’t be as sweet without the bobble and jiggle of 
flesh to sell it.
Avarice, gluttony and envy are second cousins to one another. 
All relate to the desire to have more than what one has, a noble enough 
pursuit until one realizes that it bloats into greed — the same greed 
that made Erik and Lyle Menendez, the coverboys of 
Court TV, into household names.
The Menendez brothers’ Mercedes smiles won over a legion of 
devoted zombies. One woman drove more than 100 miles just to see 
“the boys” during the homicide trial for the gruesome shotgun deaths 
of their parents. Sloth is not meant to constitute the rare Saturday 
spent lounging in bed until 4 p.m., but an insidious lack of sensibili­
ties that encourages the negligence of responsibility to oneself and 
others. This entitles corporations like Exxon and its infamous Valdez 
oil slick to be suspected members of the three-toed species.
They let their greed for quick profit blind them to their respon­
sibilities to nature and disgrace the environment with careless safety 
procedures. Their thoughtless disregard for the animals and people 
they affected illustrates a marked propensity toward indolence.
Pride, both the boon and bane of our culture and our individu­
ality, has led all of the aforementioned sin hall-of-famers into our 
American mythos.
But can we blame them for sinning? After all, the groundwork 
for these tendencies was laid down for us by our well-meaning but 
possibly misguided forbearers.
We have Adam and Eve to blame for introducing humankind to 
the onerous curse of sin. In Judaism, Christianity and Islam sin was 
an offense against a personal god. The Original Sin altered the the 
nature of man’s soul, making sin and the tendency toward sin in­
nately rooted in our disposition.
Most Western religions have a concept of good and evil and of 
right and wrong. Judaism, Christianity and Islam all share beliefs in 
moral offenses perpetrated by humans against God.
Sin, according to Catholic teachings, falls into two main cat­
egories: venial and mortal.
Venial offenses are considered “minor” sins, atonement for which 
is
easily achieved through the appropriate number of Hail Marys or 
other such prayers.
Mortal sins, however, are major vilifications, such as the denial 
of God, which contribute to the “death of one’s soul.” These are 
deeds which affect both God and humankind. This “ranking” of sin 
is peculiar to Catholicism and is not prevalent in Jewish, Protestant 
and Islamic faiths, where the idea that stealing a pencil is equal in the 
mind of God as murdering your entire family.
“A sin is a sin,” says David Johnson, a Methodist minister from 
Port Hadlock, Washington. “Whether it’s minor or major it’s still a 
sin. One of the church’s jobs is to help people see that even those 
‘minor’ sins are in fact wrong and cause separation from God.”
Satan, God’s fallen angel who now devotes his time to distract­
ing us from God’s work is the fleshed-out version of our fear of sin. 
The former cherub, who with 12 wings has twice the allotment as 
normal angels, reportedly fell from grace after vaingloriously battling 
God’s loyalists only to be banished into the fiery inferno we now call 
Hell, named after Gehenna, a former garbage dump and leper crema­
tion site that once existed outside Jerusalem.
The hoofed and horned antihero of the underworld has become
the Christian personification of sin—and the excuse for many misdeeds.
Dr. D. James Kennedy, a conservative Fort Lauderdale minister, 
sums up this very human perception of the Evil One in the preamble to 
his 1994 “State of the Nation Survey” stating: “When there is confu­
sion, it is possible for Satan to move in and seize a great advantage.”
Satan and his underground realm reached their apex with Tuscan 
poet Dante’s publication of “The Inferno.” His 14th Century work 
described the nine concentric circles of Hell, twisting down in an ever- 
tightening spiral with a separate Hell for various sins.
Dante’s graphic images became our modern notions of Hell and 
Satan; a fire and brimstone, wriggling pit of agony ruled by a deceitful 
and ugly man-beast who finds delight in the eternal suffering of the 
damned.
The question remains, “Are we more wicked today than during the 
past few millennium? Are we heavier-duty sinners now than in our par­
ents or grandparents day?”
Nonsense, says Western sociology professor Carl Simpson. The 
perception is more accurately described as one of a selective memory, 
not increased wickedness.
“The perception of a lot of people is that we’re going to Hell in a 
hand basket... but people have thought that every generation,” Simpson 
says. “People are unaware of their history.”
It is Simpson’s assertion that people tend to forget the vagrancies 
of sin from the past and that “everyone always thinks things can’t get 
worse.”
Simpson does admit a secular trend loosening behavioral mores 
and a generally more permissive society, but claims this is not so much 
an indicator of “increased sin” as it is an evolution of the manner in 
which we interpret it.
“I grew up in a very fundamentalist community,” says Simpson,” 
wearing jewelry... and going to the movies was considered sinful. Every 
generation redefines what it considers sinful.”
This redefinition of sin is natural, agrees Johnson.
“The definition of what is or isn’t sin hasn’t changed, but yet it 
has,” says Johnson. “People years ago would say that the saxophone was 
an illegitimate instrument and therefore playing it is a sin. There is an 
evolution of the perception of sin ... an evolution of what divides people 
from God. Part of the church’s role is to be the gauge of society. It is the 
institution that stands for certain morals based upon the teachings of 
Christ.”
This ethical gauge sometimes wavers between fundamental and 
progressive notions of sin—particularly when the influence and ma­
nipulations of the omnipresent media are involved.
“Thirty years ago sexual harassment was viewed as acceptable be­
havior. Now it’s not only unacceptable and inappropriate, but also an 
unethical principle,” Simpson concludes.
“The church is in the business of defining sin. The media plays a 
major role in influencing our perception of sin so that violence seems 
to be more prevalent lately... instead of being (shown) once, it’s (shown) 
a hundred times,” laments Johnson.
From generation to generation, the perception of sin oscillates with 
the prevailing moral and ethical winds of the time. Anyone with reli­
gious convictions or spiritual leanings, be they Karmic or Fundamen­
talist, must deal with the popular interpretations of what sin means. 
Sin is an evolving process and set of guidelines which can only be de­
fined by one’s own religious orientation.
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ing was a passing fad of 
the '60s, but at the Love 
Israel Family Ranch in 
Arlington, the tradition 
continues.
Story by Nicci Noteboom and Steve Dunkelberger 
Photo by Steve Dunkelberger
I
magine a setting inhabited by stereotypic flower 
children, all congregating in a communal KOA, living 
by a creed based solely on love. No imagination 
needed. This world exists about 40 miles south of
Bellingham at the Love Israel Family Ranch in Arlington.
This throwback-to-the-'60's commune is the creation of Love Is­
rael, formerly TV salesman, Paul Erdman. He developed a religion. 
The Church of Armageddon, which evolved into a commune 25 years 
ago.




his philosophy and the birth of the com­
mune.
“I knew we were all one,” Love says. 
“I really realized that everybody in the 
world is basically from one place. From 
that moment on, I wanted to collect a fam­
ily who could relate to that.”
The Israel philosophy is based on four 
basic truths: God is love. God is truth. 
God is in the present. We are all one.
With this philosophy in mind. Love 
and his wife. Honesty, gathered together 
a six-member family and settled on 
Seattle’s Queen Anne Hill.
Those who joined Love’s commune
Since moving to Arlington, Serious, Love, and the others have learned to live off the land.
“One day I just remember the 60s 
were beginning and there was this ‘love 
thing’ going on and I didn’t want to miss 
out,” Love says. “I kind of gave up every­
thing and ran down to San Francisco.
“At first I thought ‘All these dirty long- 
hairs, I don’t want nothing to do with them.
They’re all dirty and filthy. They don’t 
know anything,” Love says tilting his head, 
displaying his grey-streaked ponytail which 
extends several inches past his red, wool 
sweater.
Love quickly changed his attitude 
about the “long hairs,” however, when he 
met some, and was inspired to undergo a 
quest for the eternal question of “truth.”
“The main thing I started searching 
for was what life was all about. I knew love 
was the answer, but didn’t know what love 
really was.”
After much searching, reading and 
mediating, the answer came to Love one 
morning when he was talking with his friends about his search for 
love and the truth and suddenly he became overwhelmed with 
shame.
“I felt the whole world could see me for what I really was, 
which was no good.”
Love says he then saw a golden triangle, and the face of Jesus 
Christ appeared before him. This vision inspired the creation of
abandoned their names and all of their worldly possessions. Each member 
wpuld work for the commune in a variety of jobs, from teaching to con­
struction work.
Those who joined the commune became family members, taking the 
family name Israel.
Originally, members took the names of Biblical figures they
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Love Israel spends most of his time with the business end of the commune which includes its construction company, Isco.
30
wished to emulate. Eventually, members would take on “virtue” 
names such as Serious or Steadfast. Members received a virtue 
name after two or more people had similar visionary dreams. 
These dreams indicated which virtue best described a particu­
lar person. All children born into the commune received virtue 
names at birth through the same process. This naming process 
is still used at the commune.
The commune has drawn its share of criticism, particu­
larly from outside family members who don't understand or 
approve of their relatives choice to join the Israel Family. Some 
have even tried kidnap members from the commune. Although 
outside family members now come and spend a lot of time with 
their Love Ranch relatives, things were not always so peaceful.
“They were freaked. We were a pretty alarming outfit in 
those days. We were a lot more extreme in our attitudes,” says 
Serious Love, a former English teacher who’s been with the com­
mune since the beginning.
“We were pretty coldhearted toward them too,” Serious 
continues, his slender face and build reminiscent of Abraham 
Lincoln.
“I think we were creating something new, and we didn’t 
need their doubts and worries. It was just easier to ignore it, so 
I would say we were unusually cold in our feelings for them,
April 1994
but we got through it, and they began to realized that what we 
were building was much more stable then most people had in 
their lives.”
At its apex, more than 300 people lived as the Israel Fam­
ily. But in the mid-’80s, many left the commune, disenchanted 
with the way things were being run, and allegations that Love 
was misusing commune funds. During this time, the com­
mune filed for bankruptcy, as well.
After the problems subsided, the commune population 
had dwindled considerably. The 90 remaining members moved 
to a 300-acre ranch in Arlington.
A rustic log archway at the end of a pot-holed gravel 
road, marks the entrance with a sign that reads, “Israel Ranch.”
To the left of the single-car dirt road is a wooded hillside. 
The right side opens to a grassy field with a row of plastic- 
covered greenhouses and a Japanese-style garden. In the dis­
tance is a still, gray lake. The move from the the city to the 
calm of the country was a big change for commune members.
“In Seattle, I had started relating only to a few people 
which made it really vulnerable for destruction, because no 
one else knew me. Now, what we’re doing here is we all know 
everybody and we all spend time together everywhere. Every­
one is welcomed intO'hiy life constantly, and we just flow to-
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gether,” Love says.
Commune members live in their 
own homes as nuclear families. 
Homes range from A-frame chalets 
to tents. The most peculiar home 
is a converted barn which belongs 
to Love.
From the outside, the barn looks 
like any other barn, fading paint, 
weathered-wood, but once through 
the dark, dusty hallway it s a differ­
ent story.
Behind the door, what appears to 
be a hotel lobby awaits. Peach-col­
ored walls accented with cushy pas­
tel-printed furniture make this big, 
breezy room more like Club-Med 
than commune. A sun room filled 
with chatting children houses a 
ping-pong table.
Up a flight of narrow, spiral stairs 
is the sanctuary, where business 
meetings occur during the week. 
But on Saturday night, the sanctu­
ary houses the whole commune for 
its big service, which includes sing­
ing and prayer.
The white walls of the sanctuary 
are decorated with artwork ranging 
from pastels to finger paint, all 
composed by ranch dwellers.
The beauty of the sanctuary and 
the commune is something Love is 
proud of, and plays an important 
role in his quest for truth and love. 
“I’ve always felt that if I had a 
nation full of artists together, everything else in the world would 
be black and white, and we’d have all the beauty.
“Beauty would be our major weapon. The biggest sword 
we’d have is beauty,” Love says.
The commune is home to many artists, sculptors and 
weavers. During Christmas, Lael, a potter, had a booth at the 
Everett Mall. His work received so much attention, he’s of­
fered to teach a pottery class at the commune.
The commune is successful in the culinary arts, as well. 
They grow many herbs and vegetables, but their biggest, a 
commercial crop, is garlic. A “Garlic Festival” is held every 
summer at the ranch, and they sell garlic wreaths, herb wreaths 
and garlic braids at their stand at the Pike Place Market. The 
Love Ranch also has a successful salad business once featured 
in National Geographic.
In a new venture, they’ve recently joined with an outside 
partner to form “Juice on the Loose, ” a series of organic juice 
and salad bar kiosks for malls.
The biggest source of income for the ranch, however, 
comes from small construction jobs.
Each family receives an allowance, and any goods not 
found at the commune store can be purchased elsewhere.
The 50 children living in the commune, most who were 
literally born there, are home schooled until high school.
“We teach them as long as they’ll let us. By the time they 
reach 13 or 14, they get pretty interested in increased social 
contact,” says Serious.
Most commune children attend Arlington High School. 
Many are honor students, and Love’s son is president of the 
sophomore class. Serious says the children rarely get teased be­
cause of their communal background.
“They’re acknowledged as a real tight unit, so people don’t 
mess with them,” Serious laughs. “They’ve got a real kind of 
weight to their brother and sisterhood.”
Love encourages the children to go to college and most of 
them do. But even when young adults leave the commune, many 
continue to live together.
“I feel really good about the bond of love that’s been built 
between our kids.”
Having children in public schools and commune mem­
bers working in the community has helped foster positive rela­
tions with the Arlington community, especially during last 
spring’s standoff at the Branch Davidian compound in Waco, 
Texas.
“In the last 10 years, we’ve had a lot of involvement with 
the construction and landscaping and some of our other eco­
nomical enterprises, and a lot of people have gone out of their 
way to let us know that they didn’t see us in the way the media 
was portraying the Waco thing,” says Lael. “We’ve managed to 
build a lot of friends locally.”
During Waco, the commune received letter of support from 
many community members including the Police Ghief and the 
Fire Ghief.
Relations with authority figures weren’t always as pleasant. 
When the commune first assimilated, brushes with police of­
ten occurred , but eventually Love and his family became friends 
with the police.
“The police came at us more when we first started. We 
were raided and thrown in jail a couple of times,” Love remem­
bers.
“Eventually, the police said, you're a lot like us — nobody 
understands us either.’ We became almost allies of the police.”
When the group moved to Arlington, they avoided these 
troubles by being very visible in the community.
“It was about 10 years ago that it became really obvious to 
us that the world really poses no threat to us, and then we got 
involved,” Lael says. “A lot of the threats were because people 
didn’t really know who we were and were frightened of use, and 
now everybody knows us.”
Although they are not currently accepting new members, 
the group hopes to one day regain the prominence they experi­
enced in Seattle. Love says he feels a resurgence of the com­
mune is on the horizon.
"In the next four or five years, I think we're going to go 
wacky in the world," Love says, "and I think people are going to 
be searching for something.
"I think we'll be wiser and more mature and realize that we 
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